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Control4 Energy Systems, one of a growing number of home energy display providers, said Tuesday it will 
supply energy monitors in a planned smart-grid project in rural Texas. 

The home energy monitor--a 5-inch-wide monitor that resembles a car GPS unit--will display electricity usage in real time and 

provide consumers the ability to program a thermostat, according to Will Holford, the public affairs manager at Bluebonnet Electric 
Cooperative. 

The system works by using Zigbee wireless networking within the home to connect the monitor to the thermostat, which 
communicates with the utility via a smart meter. Other providers in the project, which the utility hopes to begin work on in the 
second quarter next year, include smart meter provider eMeter and Silver Spring Networks, which provides a networking card for 
the meter. 

Control4, which is perhaps better known for its home media management systems, raised $17.3 million in July to expand into the energy monitoring 
business. 

 
Control4's display for managing home energy along with home media.
(Credit: Control4.) 

Home energy monitors, or in-home displays, are a key piece of the more advanced smart-grid programs being pursued by utilities. By providing more 
data and ways to program appliances, utilities hope that consumers will be able to find ways to shave back on consumption. 

The most useful systems are those that allow people to program heating and cooling settings, say smart-grid experts. For example, a person could let 
the thermostat temperature change if electricity prices go above a certain price at peak times. 

Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative, serving a region between the outskirts of Austin, Texas and Houston, said it chose Control4 Energy Systems because 
it's a simple interface for providing feedback on usage and for programming air conditioners, which is one of the biggest monthly budget items for homes 
in that area, according to Holford. 

"We think our members have a right to know how much energy they are using at that moment and how much it is costing them so there is no longer a 
surprise at the end of the month," he said. 

The Control4 system could potentially manage different devices in the home, such as big appliances such as dishwashers and pool pumps, by using 
"smart switches" that allow a device to communicate on the home area network, said Susan Cashen, vice president of marketing at Control4 Energy 
Systems. 

Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative plans to give the devices to consumers for free and pay for it through rate changes. When sold separately, the bundle 
costs about $200, Cashen said. 

Updated at 9:38 a.m. PDT with corrected spelling of electric cooperative.

Martin LaMonica is a senior writer for CNET's Green Tech blog. He started at CNET News in 2002, covering IT and Web 
development. Before that, he was executive editor at IT publication InfoWorld. E-mail Martin. 

Topics: Energy 
efficiency, 

Deals and investments Tags: Control4, home area networks, smart grid, energy monitors Share: Digg 

Del.icio.

us 

Reddit Yahoo! Buzz Facebook 

Recent posts from Green Tech 

Solar-power start-up Ausra looks to sell itself 

CEOs endorse 'foothold strategy' for electric cars 

Nissan says all-electric Leaf will compete on price 

Wary green-tech venture investors shift gears 

Start-up compresses air in tanks for energy 
storage 

DOE technologist handicaps impact of carbon 
price 

Start-ups partner on universal wireless charger 

U.S. Army orders bridges made of recycled plastic 

Related 

Smart grid gets multibillion-dollar injection 

iControl adds home energy services to broadband 

Networked 'smart plug' gets energy info flowing 

Whirlpool wants to pull plug on 'dumb' appliances 

Wi-Fi certification might be tweaked for smart 
grids 

Smart meters coming to a utility near you 

Government funds, VCs boost green-tech start-
ups 

Clusters of plug-in cars will tax local power grids 

Add a Comment (Log in or register) 

by texaslabrat September 1, 2009 10:54 AM PDT 

Very cool! I'm hoping Austin Energy will have something like this soon. All of the meters were supposed to have been converted to smart meters by 
August last I heard. 
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by kristen_wright79 September 4, 2009 1:30 PM PDT 

eMeter is not a smart meter provider--they do not do anything with hardware, and provide Smart grid management services through their core Meter 
Data Management products, as well as their recently launched consumer engagement web 2.0 solution. 
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